OC4                                  WAU AND  AHTKHMAT1I
Canal. The long and close cornice* iou of Great Britain and
Egypt is interesting in many \v<iys, und,not least in this close
to a chapter. Britain, and not France, had been the power
to influence Kgypt, and now she acted in recognition of the
principle that this State had a light to its independence.
The  movement  towards  independence   had  thus been
otion-shown in various directions.  The great nonunions achieved
theiis without any fnctum whatever.   Now \\v must turn to
that great member of the Kmpire, India, which by 19119 had
not yet attained " Dominion status ", though wishing for it.
India had come to the help ot CJreat Britain in the war
of I9M. Her troops had crossed the ocean, had fought in
France, and had won the highest military honours. In 1917
the British Government ollietally promised " the progiessive
realization of responsible government in India as an integral
part of the British Kmphe ". This was to be made possible
through a series oi reforms,1 which were intended to give
Indians gradual control of their own aifans. As India
progressed, so she wished more lor development in, two
directions. First, she wanted to see Indians employed in
larger numbers in the administration, and second, she
wished for self-government through elected assemblies.
Here one of the difficulties in, Indian affairs showed itself,
for the two main religious bodies of the country, Hindus
and Mohammedans, often clashed. If complete self-govern-
ment through assemblies elected on a uniform suilragc were
granted, the Mohammedan " minority" would be out-
voted. Moreover, India was not considered to be fit for the
immediate grant of lull self-government. Accordingly, a
plan, called dyarchy^ was adopted; this was to be tried for
ten years, and if it was successful, further development was
then to follow.
The Government of India Ac I was passed in 1919. This
set up a Council of State and an elected Legislative Assembly
* These were advocated in the Montagu-Chelnuford Report (1917), Lord
Chelmsiord being then the Viceroy, and Edward Montagu, Secretary of State
for India.